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Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, October 26, 2025
Acts 4:32-5:11

Connection Points
1. Discover Beech Haven - Are you interested in getting connected at Beech Haven? Discover Beech Haven is a pre-membership gathering designed to help you take the next step in belonging to a church family committed to cultivating the unwavering hope of Jesus in every generation. At this event, you'll meet others who are new to Beech Haven, hear directly from Pastor Rob about our mission, values, and disciple-making strategy in Athens and beyond, and discover how your story can become part of what God is doing through our church. Refreshments and childcare will be available.
2. Unwavering Hope for Athens – We have a five-year vision to bring the unwavering hope of Jesus to our neighbors through 10,000 gospel conversations. Every conversation matters! Keep sharing the gospel in your everyday circles and marking your red pins on the map in the front atrium as a visual reminder of how God is moving across our community. You can also share your Red Pin story using the button at the bottom of beechhaven.org/missions — your story encourages others to keep going and reminds us that the unwavering hope of Jesus is spreading all over Athens.
Main Point
The unwavering church walks with integrity by loving people, holding possessions loosely, and living authentically before a holy God whose grace frees us from hypocrisy.
Sermon Synopsis
True faith in Christ creates both a deep love for people and a freedom from the love of possessions, producing joyful generosity and genuine community. In contrast, Ananias and Sapphira serve as a sobering warning that hypocrisy—seeking the praise of others while faking devotion (or fearing man more than fearing God)—cannot stand before a holy God. When the church recovers awe for God’s holiness and lives with integrity, its authenticity and grace become a powerful witness to the world.

Lean In
1. Where have you seen duplicity in the world recently—where people present one way but act another? 

2. Why do you think people sometimes feel pressure to appear more spiritual or generous than they really are?
Look Down
Read Acts 4:32-37
3. What stands out about the unity and generosity of these early believers?  How does doing life together relate to joyful generosity? 
Leader note: See Philp. 2:1-4 for an example of mindfulness and generosity where the believers knew each other and 2 Corinthians 8:1-5 for an example of generosity amongst believers who lived in another country and whom they had never even met but were united in Christ.

Read Acts 5:1-11 
4. What may have motivated Annanias and Sapphira’s deception?


5. How does God’s response demonstrate his holiness and seriousness about integrity?  Where else in the Bible do you see this concern for consistency between our outer and inner selves?  
Leader note: See 1 Samuel 16:7; Proverbs 11:3; 2 Corinthians 5:12c
6. Peter emphasizes that Ananias and Sapphira did not lie to men but to the Holy Spirit (v. 3) and to God (v. 4).  This is puzzling—didn’t they do both?  How do we explain this? 
Leader note: All sin is first and ultimately against God.  See Psalm 51:4. Every interchange with someone is first an interchange with God.  What we call sins against other people are really the consequences of a prior sin against God. That is, all sin first begins against God and then moves towards others.  

Look In
7. According to the text and Pastor Rob’s message, how did God’s dealing with Ananias and Sapphira impact other believers in the church? 

8. Let’s focus for a minute on “JOYFUL GENEROSITY” from Acts 4. Choose one of the following litmus tests to learn possible areas to grow in this outcome.
1. The 24-Hour “No-Buy” Test
Try going one full day without spending a single dollar—not even on coffee, apps, or delivery. Notice how many times you instinctively want to buy something. Each urge is a tiny window into what you think you “need.”
2. The “Gift Your Favorite Thing” Experiment
Find something you really like—your favorite tool, hoodie, gadget, or book—and give it away to someone who would enjoy it. Don’t replace it. Just release it and see what kind of freedom follows.

3. The “Serve Instead of Pay” Swap
Do something you’d normally pay someone else to do. Wash your own car, mow your neighbor’s lawn, cook a meal instead of ordering in—and use that time or money to bless someone else.
4. The “First Ask: Who Can I Bless?” Morning Habit
Before checking your phone in the morning, ask: “Who could I encourage, serve, or surprise with generosity today?” 
5. The “Reverse DoorDash” Experiment
Instead of paying someone to bring food to you, take food to someone else—someone sick, busy, or struggling. 
6. The “Tithe-Plus” Stretch
For one month, give above your normal pattern—not to prove anything, but to test how much joy and freedom come from trusting God’s provision rather than hoarding yours.
Look Out
9. How important is integrity to a watching world? How does confessing our inability to walk perfectly lead to an opportunity to talk about Jesus?
Gospel Conversation Ideas
1. Share about the girls basketball team returning the trophy.  
0. Leader note: The media took notice when the girls basketball team at a Christian school in Oklahoma City returned its championship after discovering it actually lost the game (video).
1. Invite curiosity: Ask, “Where does the concept of integrity come from? What do you think it would take to live with that kind of honesty and peace before God?”
1. Share personally:  Tell a story of how Christ has brought integrity or freedom into your life.

When we live truthfully, give joyfully, and love beyond ourselves, the world sees a God who is holy, gracious, and trustworthy—and that opens the door for gospel conversations.
Closing Prayer
Father, we know that You do not desire sacrifice, or else we would give it; the sacrifices that please You are a broken spirit.  A broken and a contrite heart, You will not despise.  Give us the spiritual sensitivity to know our own hearts, to see the sin that is crouching at our door.  Give us the awareness of not being duplicitous with ourselves or others and the awareness that it is not even possible to be done with you.  Show us any way in which we might put the Holy Spirit to the test and by Your power, protect us from it.
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